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Abstract

The article describes that the role of Library
and focuses on library professional in changing
landscape of information societies. In this paper
describes the role of librarian in libraries, which
have collection in form ofie- books, digital documents
and various databases and common access to the
mternet. The Society ofknowledge has been creating
by modern libraries. The library professionals are
consistently open to any changes in their fick] and
excited to improve their skills and knowledge.
Libraries have been inexistence for numerous yvears;
nevertheless, in the contemporary digital era, where
we at our fingertips access to an infinite array of
information, a new customary of knowledge
accomplishment have emerged.

Key Words :

Information Society, Knowledge society.
Introduction :

The libraries are sometimes seen as the silent,
unassuming foundations of civifization; Bbraries really
play a crucial and profoundly transformational roke
in society. A human civilization or society has several
definitions. It describes a group of people who live
together in a community, have common interests,
and may have unique institutions and practices.

Libraries are the collectors and caretakers of
our heritage they are organizers of the knowledge
in the book they collect-adding value by cataloguing,
classifving and describang themr as pubilic institutions,
they provide equitsble access for all people. They
take the knowledge of the past and present and lay
it down for the fiture. | ibrares have been a marginal
theme. The sitation is changing. One ofthe most

important components.of free acoess to information,

which is essential to the development ofa democratic
information society, is libraries.

Librarics serve as gateways to knowledge and
cullure, providing numerous opportunities for eaming
that can drive economic, social, and cultural
progress. These institutions are essential because
they are one of the most effective ways to make
information accessible for the development of
culture, economy, and society. In essence, libraries
offer a means for institutions to access know ledge,
ideas, and culture, Communities depend on libraries
to raise awareness among marginalized grouwps,
empowering them with information about upcoming
opportunities in the market for skill development
and employment in various societal sectors.

Information Society : The arrival of the
information age has led to the emergence of whal
is commonly known as the "Information Society”.
However, there is no universally accepted definition
fior this term. Modern rescarchers describe the
information society asa society where information
is extensively utilized in economic, social, cultural,
and political aspects of life. It is a society that
heavily relies on communication and information
processing, playing a significant role inthe national
ncome and serving as a source of livelihood for the
majorily of the population. This information sockety
has witnessed a rapid spread in the popularity of
the internet and clectronic mass media, Within a
few years, analog technology has been replaced by
digital technology, giving rise to a new society often
referred (o as the digital, Web, Internet, or computer
society, Inthis socikety, mformation has become the
most sought-after and valuable commodity

(1)
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Needs of Modern Society :

]ihe present-day society is a constantly changing
and fast-developing entity, inﬂuencedvbv
;;:Ccziiigs:iccasl a;:;jogress.. shiﬂ'ing population

: evolving beliefs.

Sen,»els . :Sectlll]léocl;:ig‘;\; :ni Innovat?on : Innovation

g force behind progress in
‘conte.mporary society. The need for breakthroughs
in various fields, ranging from renewable enerq; to
healt.hcare, has never been more pressing.}t is
.cruc1al 'to bridge the digital divide and foster
Innovation in order to ensure equitable growth and
promote economic development.

2. Education and Lifelong Learning:
Education plays a crucial role inmeeting the demands
of today's world.. Lifelong learning has become
indispensable in order to keep up with the ever-
changing job market and advancements in
technology. To empower its citizens for a rapidly

evolving world, modern society requires education
systems that are accessible, adaptable, and of high
quality.

3. Sustainable Practices : The urgency of
addressing environmental concerns has become
increasingly evident. Modern society necessitates
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sustamable practj — \
practices and solutions to combat climate

change, minimize waste, and preserve natural
resources,

4. Social Equity : Modern society must strive
for greater social equity. This entails addressing
issues of racial and gender inequality, economic
disparities, and social justice.

5. Healthcare Access Healthcare :
essential requirement in any society, and modern
society is no exception. Access to high-quality
healthcare services, affordable medications, and
preventive care is of utmost importance. The ongoing
global health challenges have highlighted the
significance of a robust healthcare system that can
effectively respond to crises while providing routine
care to all.

6. Cyber security and Data Privacy : As
our reliance on digital systems continues to grow,
it becomes imperative to implement strong cyber
security and data privacy measures. Safeguarding
personal information, critical infrastructure, and digital
communication networks is crucial in order to protect
society from cyber threats and maintain trust in

s an

online interactions.

Changes in the Role of Library in New Information Age.

From

Information resource in one medium

Library has its own collection

Library has its own collection

Library without wall

To

Information resource in multi media

Procurement of information resources throu'ghh

consortia

Service in good time

In-sourcing of all activities

Local reach of resources

i rces
User’s want print resot

Service just in time

Out sourcing of all activitiés

Global reach of resources through networks

Users want print, non-print, online resources

Library come to users

Users goes to library

Local users

Universal user

Source: Int

o -1, fdtat 2033

ernational Journal of Library and Information Science

(2qY)



c’———

&@

Collection Development : Today collections
of library materials are digitization of digital library,
Virtual Library and Hybrid ibrary. With the advent
of digital technology, libraries have embraced
digitization and now offer a wide range of digital
resources. This includes digital libraries, virtual
libraries, and hybrid librarics. Traditional collections
of physical books and documents have been
replaced by electronic versions such as e-journals,
e-papers, and e-archives. The shift towards digital
libraries has been driven by the development of
electronic publishing and the availability of varous
formats for library materials.

The roles those libraries of the Society :

The role of higher cducation- €ncompasses
various aspects. Firstly, it involves teaching,
research, and training in society by providing access
to knowledge resources, muaterials, and referrals.
Additionally, it plays a crucial role in the
dissernination and distribution ofnformation. Higher
education institutions also store knowledge in
docuiments that are beneficial to stakeholders in the
field ofeducation. Moreover, they serve as galeways
to global libraries, supporting informal self-education
and learning.

User education and it’s role : Liser education
has its own set of roles as well. 1t focuses on
huilding good readng habits, promoting information
literacy and compuler literacy. Furthermore, i
encourages the use of ibrary collections and services.

Role of Recreation Recreation also plays a
significant role in education. It Supports educational,
civic, and service activities of various groups and
organizations.

Role of Library asa place Libraries, as physical
gpaces, have their own ok to play. They serve as
infrrmation commons, providing a Borary model for
kaming.

ofohservation. Knowledge involves the capacity to
act. while information is the result ofthat action. A
knowledge society encompasses social, cultural,
ECONOIMIC, pﬂl’t'u:aLﬂ'n:Hrﬂituticmltramﬁ::nmIi}ns,
and it is seen as a human process with a pluralistic
and developmental perspective.
Library and Society

21st century libraries have undergone
significant changes compared to the traditional
model. Users pow expect libraries 1o provide high-
quality, comprehensive, and user-friendly services
that cater to their needs. As the world progresses,
libraries must adapt and restructure their activities
1o meet the expectations of today's library users.
The concept of a library has evolved and is now
described using various terms such as automated
fibrary, computerized 1El:-|'a:j',diginllih'nry,e!a:l.mni:
libeary, virtual library, library without walls, and
library. These new ferms reflect the
(ransformation of libraries in the modem era.

The surge of information, the shift away from
using textbooks, the grow ing concern for different
learning styles, advancements in instructional and

internet

information technologies, and the advocacy for
cooperative learning and collaborative teaching all
contribute to the increased complexity in instructional
planning. These factors necessitate the involvernent
ofa librarian in the process. There i5 N0 ONE MKre
capable of driving change than a librarian who
works in partnership with administration, staff, and
aidents. With the abundance of information SOUTCES,
both in print and electronic farmats, the crucial
challenge for institutions is implernentation. Faculty
members must strive to incorporate curriculum
integration, resource-based leaming, new evaluation
practices, and technology into their daily teaching.
However, these changes cannol be effectively
implemented without the support that comes through
collaborative processes. Librarians can play a
significant role in these processes by utilizing their
knowledge and skills gained from implementing
library programs. They are well-positioned to foster
collaborative working relationships among stalf,
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across different grade levels, and throughout the
curriculum.
The Change of Society :

The library caters to a diverse range of users,
including children, adults, teenagers, and senior
citizens. It provides access to various online
resources such as electronic books, e-journals, e-
thesis, and e-papers. Users can also communicate
through electronic mail and social networks like
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. Additionally, they
can share ideas, download and upload content on
platforms like YouTube. These services save the
reader's time by providing information within the
library. Furthermore, the library plays a role in
shaping society through cultural events, readers'
circles, and readers' forums.

The roles that libraries play in supporting
modern societies: Technology is revolutionizing
libraries and the role of librarians, significantly
impacting the strategic direction of libraries in society.
The role of librarian has change as

1. Librarian as a Information Specialist

2. Librarian in E-Trends

3. Librarian as a Marketing Officer

4. Information Literacy and Librarian

5. Librarian as a Manager

Conclusion :

Libraries and librarian can play a critical role
both in making their users informat ion literate' and
bridge the digital divide that exists at local, regional
or national levels. In the changed environment. ?he
librarian's role has to shift from that of information
locater to that of an information evaluator a.nd
instructor in the use and evaluationof informatlo.n
sources. Librarians are compelled to upc?ate their
knowledge & IT skills in advanced IT envu‘onm;nt
implies the fact that man can only' devel.op after
have been acquired an ideal educatl'on. Librarians
in the 21st century face a multitude of new

psychological, social, and professional skills. They

must b.e Opento innovation and embrace change

as the library landscape is constantly eve i ge,

is not a barrier to bej o yL.VOhmg’ Age

develop these m . mOdCr.n;.hbrarians i
' odern characteristics throughout

Thelr career. Additionally, librarians must stay

informed about technological advancements and h.

proficient in utilizing new technologies.
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